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Rx: eBooks — A Comparison ...
from page 44
mation, patient information, or by medical 
specialty.  Suggestions for refining the search 
using related concepts are also offered.  Search 
terms are highlighted in the text.  The section 
can be printed.  Unfortunately, emailing, sav-
ing, or downloading to PDA are not options 
on this platform.
Browsing STAT!Ref
STAT!Ref’s title list is quite plain (see, 
Figure 4: STAT!Ref Browse Display) and can 
only be displayed in title order, with no option 
to sort by specialty.  The tables of contents of 
the books are easily displayed by clicking on 
the title, providing easy navigation to a specific 
section of the book.
Conclusion
The high quality content for each eBook 
collection discussed here is unquestionable. 
Each carries premier medical books that cer-
tainly health sciences libraries, and possibly 
other kinds of libraries, want to provide to their 
patrons.  AccessMedicine and MDConsult 
contain additional medical content enhancing 
the value of their products.
In terms of search, browse, and navigational 
functionality, each of these eBook platforms 
has its strengths and weaknesses.  AccessMedi-
cine and MDConsult allow image searches 
in the books.  The Books@Ovid browse page 
shows book covers and all the bibliographic 
data, and  the Main Search offers advanced 
search options.  STAT!Ref offers a smart 
search engine, so the searcher does not have to 
be.  None of the platforms is perfect, but each 
does something extraordinarily well.  
Searchers expect an interface that is easy 
to use, that supports Boolean operators, but 
doesn’t require them, that has a logical relevan-
cy ranking algorithm to float the most relevant 
results to the top, that suggests spelling alterna-
tives, that allows saving, printing, and emailing 
of sections, and a single browsable list of books 
with relevant bibliographic data displayed.  In 
the eBook platforms discussed here, only one 
allows sections to be downloaded to PDA.  In 
the future, patrons might expect the ability 
to download book sections to any number 
of handheld devices, such as PDAs or iPods, 
or even may want to download audio files of 
eBooks to their iPods or MP3 players.  
As librarians, we need to com-
municate the strengths, weaknesses 
and desired innovations to the ven-
dors at every opportunity, so that 
the vendors understand the features 
important to us.  This kind of feed-
back helps vendors improve their 
products, which benefits librarians 
and patrons all. 
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E-Resources/Information Services Librarian 
Health Sciences Library 
School of Medicine, University of Hawaii at Manoa 
651 Ilalo Street, MEB, Honolulu, HI 96813-5525 
Phone:  (808) 692-0824    Fax:  (808) 692-1244 
<annisa@hawaii.edu>
Born & lived:  Born and raised in the Philadelphia, PA area, then lived in Chicago, 
IL for many years, and currently reside in Honolulu, HI.
education:  BA, northwestern university; MA, dePaul university; MLIS, 
university of Hawaii at Manoa.
in my SPare time i like to:  Surf the gentle waves off of Oahu’s south 
shore.
favorite BookS:  A Fine Balance by rohinton mis-
try; In the Time of the Butterflies by julia alvarez; The 
Time Traveler’s Wife by audrey niffenegger.
HoW/WHere do i See tHe induStry in five 
yearS:  Innovations in technology will advance 
beyond what I can foresee.  As librarians, we need 
to understand, embrace, and integrate them into our 
services for the benefit of our organizations, our 
workflow, and our patrons.  It’s an exciting time to 
be in libraries!  
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